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(This  firticle  aopeared  in  the  Call,  l/oonsocket,  R.I.,  April 


.^?"5mtpi>nt  ofAgricutiire 


T',:i3T,  AR:C.  ,  April  17  (AP)—  "Problera  children"  of  the  South' s 
cotton  country---once  destitute,  honeless  sharecror)perG — are  ;.iakin{;  a 
reKie-rkable  conehacl:  here  on  a.  self -{governed,  17,000-acre  delta 
plante,tion. 

Launched  with  a  ^^285, 000  Farm  Security  administration  loan,  the 
274-fGiiuly  cooperative  'boasts  a  $53,000  net  profit  for  its  first  year 
of  operation, 

"Ise  (;ot  so  much  food  in  uy  oantry,  I  can  ea.t  'til  I  busts  if  I 
v/ajits  to,"  crinned  happy,  dusky  Phillip  Taylor,  one  of  the  scores  of 
"rehabilitated"  negro  tenants  having  their  first  fling  at  diversified 
farming. 

Has  Banlc  Accoijjit 

Like  many  of  the  others,  T.?^/lor  lia??  a  bank  pccount  nov/.     He  also 
■-■has  a  cov/,  chickens  and  in  the  neat  storeroom,  of  pleasant  little 
■tainted  cottage,  you  find  rov;  on  rov/  of  caJined  vegetables,  and  sacks 
of  potatoes,  onions  and  dried  fruit. 

The  cooperative,  governed  by  its  ov/n  board  of  directors,  leases 
the  entire  ;olantation  village  of  Tvist,  including  the  big,  rambling 
general  otore,  the  tiny  ^ost  office  and  the  gin,  for  ^58,000  a  year. 

In  turn,  each  tenant  accepted  by  the  co-op,  ir;  rented  a  little 
farm  which  avera.  es  about  3C  acres.     The  acrea.-'.-e  is  based  on  the  size 
of  his  fai'-uly. 

The  rent  money  he  "^ays,  about  $6.50  an  acre,  also  provides  him 
and  his  lojnily  yepr-round  dental  and  medical  care  (he  may  select  his 
ovm  doctor)  and  burial  insurance, 

$800  Avera.ge  Income 

Harold  Spicer,  the  coo-oerative' s  tall,  37-year-old  community 
manager,  said  average  income  of  tiie  tenants  last  year  was  $800.  Before 
the  coopera.tive  was  orgajiir;ed,  he  declared,  combined  cash,  food  cind 
feed  income  of  v;orkers  on  the  spxie  olajitation ,  Mriva-tely  operated,  was 
less  than  -350. 

The  FSA  operates  30  co-ops  in  this  region  which  includes  Missis- 
sippi, .^kansas  and  Louisiajia. 

Here's  how  T\/ist,  the  largest,  functions: 


'Hien  a.-nproved  as  a  tenant,  the  v/orker  receives  a  loan,  usually 
p.bout  $250,  from  the  cooperative  v/ith  which  he  must  buy  a  cow,  mule  or 
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mules,  chickens,  farm  equipment,  a  pressure  cooker  and  necessary 
clothing. 

He  may  re-oay  the  loan  in  five  yearly  instalments,  depositing 
sufficient  noney  at  the  same  time  in  r.  joint  tenrjit-cooperative  "bank 
account  to  cover  his  far:.;  needs  for  tiie  ensuing;  year. 

ilap'oed  Program 

"Then,"  said  Spicer,  a  graduate  in  r^Ticulture  of  IIississipr)i 
State  college,  "after  they're  accepted,  we  sit  dov/n  together  and 
mrp  out  his  farm  -•■^ro£;raxi  for  the  elitire  year." 

The  tenant  must  have  a  garden  and  produce  feed  for  his  stock. 
He  is  a].so  schooled — usually  for  the  first  time--in  the  latest  soil 
conservation  iuethods,  how  to  improve  the  fertility  of  his  little 
plot  of  £;rounc.  and  m?ke  it  vield  food,  feed  rnd  cash  crops  in 
"balanced  qucjitities, 

'."hen  the  {gardens  "begin  to  produce,  each  tenriit  is  taught  to  can 
his  surplus  outnut.  The  co-o-^  maintains  four  Iprge  camiintj  kitchens 
and  employs  a  home  management  sunervisor. 

Can  350  ^rrts 

Hack  faj.iily,  the  supervisor's  report  shov;s ,  crnned  an  average  of 
350  ouarts  of  food  during  the  past  year.     The  average  "before  that, 
she  said,  v/as  35  quarts,  mostly  "oiclcles,  for  each  family. 

The  books  of  the  co-op  store  "bear  out  the  success  to  date  of  the 
project's  live-pt-home  crusade.     In  T^revious  years,  SiDicer  declared 
grocery  sales  totaled  at  lea^t  90  -ner  cent  of  the  business.  ITow 
they're  less  thsin  60  per  cent. 

"There's  been  a  marked  trend  fror.i  the  grocery  side  over  to  tiie 
drj'-- goods  side.     They  have  olenty  of  food  at  home  now  and  now  are 
diverting  their  surolus  m^ney  to  clothing  and  other  things  their 
families  have  needed  for  so  long  but  never  had  the  money  to  bu^;-.  " 

Despite  the  movement  av/ay  from  the  grocery  counters,  the  store 
did  an  $80,000— all  cash — business  last  year  for  cxi  $8,000  -orofit. 
Prices  are  lov/er  than  formerly,  '^everaJ.  workers  said. 

Has  1,250  Population 

Under  private  iilantation  ovmership,  Spicer  said,  the  store 
grossed  about  '^VO.OOO  ajinually,  mch  of  it  in  credit  business. 

Tv.'ist  has  a  population  of  1,250. 


As  partial  insurance  against  crop  failure,  the  co-op  insists 
that  aside  fror.i  a  direct  cro-o  income,  tenants  :.iust  have  a  supplemental 
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income  derived  mainly  from  the  sale  of  e£;gs,  nilk,  chickens,  turkeys 
and  even  canned  goods.     Much  of  this  surplus  food  is  bought  'by  the 
store. 

Ilaoy  of  the  co-op's  tenants  were  forced  fron  their  forner  hones 
"by  reductions  in  cotton  acrear^e  and  mechajiization  of  farm  equipment. 

The  cooperative  has  only  14  white  families, 

"It's  been  the  finest  thing  in  the  v/orld  for  me,"  said  Helton 
Aaron,  middle-aged,  sun-reddened  tenant  whose  hard-working  family  of 
seven  glerns  a  good  living  froa  their  alloted  40  acres. 

Making  Headv/ay  How 

"I've  always  v;orked  hard  but  nov;  it  see;;is  I'm  just  beginning 
to  make  heac.v;ay  for  the  first  time." 

The  cooperative  is  managed  by  a  five-man  board  of  directors 
elected  by  the  .Tiembership .    Three  members  are  v/orkers,  the  other  tv/c 
FSA  representatives.     The  board  meets  monthly  and  the  membership 
quarterly  to  discuss  o^^eration  of  the  plantation  and  voice  complaints 
or  suggestions. 

Although  the  cooperative  has  been  operating  little  more  than  a 
year,  general  health  of  the  v/orkers  shov/s  "stcp.dy  improvement,"  a 
phj'sician  of  nearby  E?Tle,  Arl:,  ,  declared.     He  has  been  treating 
patients  on  the  plantation  since  1924, 
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